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With the introduction of our Modern Riverboat Series, American Cruise Lines is elevating the standard for
U.S. riverboat cruising. Aboard these brand new ships that feature modern design, spacious staterooms
with private balconies, and a grand multi-story atrium, experience the future of U.S. riverboat cruising.

River Cruising Done Perfectly.™

Award-Winning Excursions Spacious Lounges

Call today for your FREE Cruise Guide \ y
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CURRENTS

A Big Step

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS? Boys take the spotlight.

Saturday afternoon national spotlight? That could require a gifted
female athlete.

Someone like Sarah Fuller. The college soccer player from Sachse,
outside Dallas, calmly stepped onto a football field November 28
in Columbia, Missouri, and kicked off for Vanderbilt University—
becoming the first woman to play in a major college football game.
Two weeks later she became the first to score in a game when she
kicked two extra points against Tennessee.

“Tjust want to tell all the girls out there that you can do anything
you set your mind to. You really can,” said Fuller, who was the goal-
keeper November 22 when Vanderbilt won the Southeastern Confer-
ence women’s soccer championship.

All of the Commodores’ kickers were sidelined by COVID-19, so the
football team recruited Fuller, who wore No. 32, her soccer number, and a
sticker on her helmet that said “Play Like a Girl” when she made history.

4 TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2021

75 YEARS
OF ROPIN'

The Texas High School

Rodeo Association, the
largest such high school
group in the U.S., began
in Hallettsville in 1946.

Wheel Thrills

E.H. Green of Terrell bought
what is believed to be the
first gasoline-powered auto-
mobile in Texas, in 1899—

a phaeton runabout.

Green was also in the first
car wreck in Texas. George
Dorris, co-owner of St. Louis
Motor Carriage Company,
which made the car, was
driving Green to Dallas
to show it off, and they got
crowded off the road by
a farm wagon and drove
into a ditch.

Contests and More

ON TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 RECIPE CONTEST
Sweet Potatoes

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTOS
Portraits

RECOMMENDED READING
Photographer Julia Robinson has
tips for making better portraits in
Memorable Moment, October 2020.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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WRITE ON

April 10 is National Encourage
a Young Writer Day. Here's
advice for young writers from
Texas Co-op Power writers
and editors:

Michael Corker with
chef Susan Kuehler at
a hospital fundraiser.

POWER OF OUR
PEOPLE To nominate

a co-op member who

is making a difference

in your community,
email details to people@
texascooppower.com.

Chris Burrows: Most editors are
failed writers, but as T.S. Eliot
famously said, “so are most
writers.”

Travis Hill: Write first, agonize later.
You can't hone your prose if the
page is blank.

Charles Lohrmann: Learn how to
accept (and learn from) criticism
without taking it personally.

Jessica Ridge: Revisions are fertile
terrain for inspired writing. But
know when to stop.

Power of Our People
Building Community Health

Tom Widlowski: Read whenever
you can. It bonds you to fine

DURING MORE THAN 15 years as a board member of the St. Mark’s Med- writing

ical Center Foundation, Michael Corker has helped south Central Texas
address the challenges facing rural health care. At a time when rural
hospitals were closing, St. Mark’s opened in La Grange in 2005 and
serves Fayette and Lee counties. The 100,000-square-foot, 65-bed
facility, complete with specialty clinics, also is a member of Fayette EC.

“We can provide the same great level of health care found in major
cities,” says Corker, a Fayette Electric Cooperative member.

Regional health care is Corker’s most demanding cause, but he has
made his mark on the community in other ways, too. Gale Lincke, a
Fayette EC board member and past chair of the Lower Colorado River
Authority board, says, “Michael is kind, gentle and unassuming, and
he does everything for the good of the community.”

La Grange businesswoman Linda Morrison has worked with Corker
on the town’s historic Main Street program, as well as on other causes.
“He is just as committed to picking up trash on the median for a Rotary
Club project as he is to raising money to build a hospital,” she said.

“He works hard for what he believes is right.”

“Writing is easy.
All you have to do
is cross out the
wrong words.”

—MARK TWAIN

Kiss in the car wash.

TOM AND EUNICE LEMON
PEDERNALES EC
CEDAR PARK

Say, “I'm sorry.”

MARY PANDO
UNITED COOPERATIVE SERVICES
GRANBURY

FINISH THIS Tell us how you would finish that
sentence. Email your short responses
SENTENCE

to letters@TexasCoopPower.com or
comment on our Facebook post. Include

| THOUGHT |
WAS SMART
UNTIL ...

your co-op and town. Here are some
of the responses to our February
prompt: You're never too old to ...

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Get married. My fiancé,
88, and |, 74, will marry
Saturday, May 8.

ANN SHAFER
CENTRAL TEXAS EC
FREDERICKSBURG

APRIL 2021 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 5

Do the right thing.

PENNY HAULMAN
TRI-COUNTY EC
GRANBURY

To see more responses,
read Currents online.
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TCP TALK

Inspired Devotion
Thank you for Michael Hurd’s thought-
ful column on Black History Month
[Time To Talk About That, February
2021], along with your tribute to war hero
Doris Miller. Something that always in-
spires me about the United States is the
degree of loyalty and devotion it inspires
even in people it has treated poorly.
Students sometimes ask me why we
have Black History Month but not white
history month. I tell them it’s because we
have white history year.

0

My yard is full of
plants that family have
given me [Putting
Down Roots, Febru-
ary 2021]. Some have
passed on, but | feel
that | have a part of
them in the plant.

JANET BARKER
VIA FACEBOOK

Walter D. Kamphoefner
Bryan Texas Utilities
Bryan

PAUL COX

Timely Message

“Michael Hurd’s Time To
Talk About That [February
2021] was a beautifully
written, informative and
timely essay. I appreciate
your publishing it.”

STEVE HOUSEWRIGHT
TRINITY VALLEY EC
CANTON

Pageantry in Laredo

Iso enjoyed the beautiful
illustration by Paul Cox that
accompanied Elaine A. Pefia’s
interesting article [A Specta-
cle, by George; February 2021].
He captured so well the feel-
ing of these joyous occasions
with the movement and
colors of the waving flags,

Living Heirlooms

Iwas given a clipping from

a huge ficus tree my dad had
after my dad and the tree
died [Putting Down Roots,
February 2021]. That clip-
ping is now 6 feet tall. I have
taken clippings from my tree,
rooted them and sent them
to my children along with my

swirling gowns, flying feath-
ers juxtaposed with the digni-
fied and historic Washington
reenactors (below). And all
played out against the back-
ground of Laredo’s lovely old

nieces and nephews. We all
have a part of Dad’s tree.

Sherry Crecraft Krupinski
Via Facebook

buildings.

Dee Tusch

Pedernales EC

San Marcos WRITE TO US

letters@TexasCoopPower.com

Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701

Please include your electric

co-op and town. Letters may
be edited for clarity and length.

@ ©® O O @ Texas Co-op Power
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by Gravity Defyer®
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every shoe purchase
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Alphonse Dotson with a
glass of Gotas de Oro a
his winery in Voca.



BY MICHAEL HURD - PHOTOS BY DAVE SHAFER

THE SEED
FLOURISHES

n impressionable 10-year-old Alphonse
Dotson happily trailed his grandfather, Alphonse Certen-
berg, as they toured the old man’s Kashmere Gardens back-
yard in 1953 North Houston. They walked past two grazing
mules, chicken pens, rabbit pens, a vegetable garden and
two fishing boats underneath a carport draped with an
arbor of ... grapes?!

Grandson asked grandfather, “You can grow grapes in
Houston?”

In response, Certenberg just smiled, and off they went for
deep-sea fishing in the Gulf.

“It was the first time I had been to his house,” Dotson
remembers, “and it was the best vacation week I ever had!
The seed was planted.”

That “seed” was Dotson’s fascination with growing
grapes, and the allure would lie dormant for decades—
throughout a successful football career—and finally come
to life in the sandy loam of the Hill Country, 115 miles north-
west of Austin. There, Dotson and his wife, Martha Cer-
vantes, became vintners. Their boutique winery in Voca
grows several varieties of grapes and produces the award-
winning Wines of Dotson-Cervantes from their 32-acre
Certenberg Vineyards, a fitting homage to Dotson’s late
grandfather and a boyhood experience that was a harbinger
for his future.

“Maybe once a week, from 1953, did I not think about
growing grapes,” says Dotson, 77, who was an NFL defen-
sive end from 1965 to 1970, primarily playing for the Oak-
land Raiders and maverick owner Al Davis (“Just win,
baby!”). Dotson played for Jack Yates High School in Hous-
ton’s Third Ward, then at Grambling State University, where
in 1964 he became the first small-college player named to a
major All-America team.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Former NFL player turns
idea sowed in Houston
into notable grapes and
wines in Central Texas

There were days when he’d sit in his favorite restaurant at
the Berkeley Marina, listening to a jazz pianist and pondering
what he was going to do "after being, humbly, a gladiator.”

And in those moments of deep thought, he kept return-
ing to those grapes. Yet when the Sunday stadium din of
Raider Nation ceased, Dotson began a journey to define his
post-NFL life. He was destined to grow grapes for a living,
but, for a change, that was somehow the furthest thing
from his mind as he dabbled in event promotion, oil field
trucking, being a sports agent and traveling—most fortu-
itously to Mexico and Spain.

Dotson settled for 15 years in Acapulco, which is where
the Raiders caught up with him in 1994. NFL teams often
include former players on junkets, and the Raiders invited
him to travel to Barcelona, where the team was playing a
preseason game against the Denver Broncos.

Also on the trip was Kam McLeod, son-in-law to one of the
Raiders’ part owners. McLeod owned a vineyard in Ruther-
ford, California, and invited Dotson and Cervantes to visit.

“My research into growing grapes started with my Oak-
land Raiders family,” Dotson says. “I visited with [McLeod]
and was introduced to different kinds of soils, grapes and
came back to Acapulco and started charting all that I
learned. Martha said, “You don’t grow no plants here!” But
you have to be listening to who’s talking to you that you
can’t see, and then you have to pay attention.”

By 1995, Dotson was fully locked in to learning about
grape growing and the wine industry, and Cervantes came

APRIL 2021 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 9



Dotson-Cervantes
winery's trophy
collection.

aboard, reluctantly. The couple met in
Acapulco, where she helped him find a
residence. She was a highly valued employee
for a timeshare company that managed
resorts worldwide, working her way up from
concierge to director of member services.
Dotson says he kidnapped her from a job she
couldn't be fired from.

“I fell to the ground when he said, ‘We
may have to move to Texas, ” she says with
a laugh, but move they did—away from the
lush mountains, Pacific Coast beaches,
nightlife and other attractions of Acapulco,
to Central Texas, where “the only neighbors
you have are cows and horses. The kids said,
‘Mom, you gotta get us outta here!” But we
never gave up. God kept us together.”

Dotson’s last act as a sports agent was to
negotiate a deal with the Green Bay Packers for
his free-agent son, Santana, who also played
at Yates and was a 1991 All-America defensive
end at Baylor University. Dotson used his commission to
purchase the land for his vineyard, and the couple moved
to Texas in 1997.

“We didn’t know doodly-squat about growing grapes,”
Cervantes says.

For all he and Cervantes lacked in grape-growing and
winemaking knowledge, they made up for in hard work and
study, talking with soil and winemaking experts, scientists,
grape growers, and other experts who took the time to

WEB EXTRA Author Michael Hurd,
right, got to know Alphonse Dotson when
conducting interviews for his book Thurs-
day Night Lights, the story of Black high
school football in Texas.

10 TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2021

mentor and advise them. And they hit it big in 2008 with
their first wine, Gotas de Oro—drops of gold. Made from
orange muscat grapes, the wine is described as “a medley
of fruits—pears, star fruit and ripe peaches.” Among its
many awards, Gotas won gold at the 2019 Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo.

Before producing their own wines, they focused solely on
growing grapes (cabernet sauvignon, merlot and chardonnay)
for Ed and Susan Auler, owners of Fall Creek Vineyards in
Tow. Ed Auler has called Dotson’s grapes “the best in Texas.”

Jeff Cope, founder of the Texas Wine Lover website,
declares, “I can honestly say that he has perfected white
wines, dry all the way up to sweet.”

Despite the couple’s initial success, several years of late
freezes caused grape production to drop, from yields of 110
tons to only 2 tons. Now there are plans for growth, includ-
ing an expansion of the tasting room that will add a dining
area and paving the dusty, rocky access road that is not
unlike Dotson’s path to success.

Ever amiable, Dotson flashes a wide, toothy smile and
welcomes visitors to the tasting room, adorned with over-
sized photos of his playing days and magazine covers
featuring him and his wife. Between sampling sips, he
explains the design of their label, which features his signa-
ture floppy cowboy hat and a rose, symbolic of the yellow
roses he gave Cervantes when they courted in Acapulco.

The label is distinctively silver and black with a back-
ground of the Raiders’ shield.

“I wanted a label that represents both of us,” he says,
“but I also wanted to give a nod to Al and the guys I played
with ... and to agitate the damn Dallas Cowboys!

“When I asked Al’s permission, he said, ‘Just have fun,
baby!”” ®

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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We are excited to announce the release of the 2021 Texas Silver
Round - Revolution Series. This is the second release of a four-year
series commemorating the battles of the Texas Revolution. Each
Texas Silver Round is one troy ounce .9999 fine silver.

The obverse of the high-quality mint strike features Texas’ iconic lone
star in the foreground. The smooth engraving of the star is framed
by a textured topographical outline of the state of Texas. “TEXAS”
arches proudly over the top of the round’s obverse in large capital
letters, with “Precious Metals” presented inversely along the
opposite side. The round’s
mintage year is engraved in
the bottom left of the round,
just southwest of what
would be the Rio Grande
bordering Texas and Mexico.

The reverse of the 2021 release

displays a scene from the famous

Battle of the Alamo. It depicts Use Coupon Code

two Texian soldiers including the

American icon, Davy Crockett, w
attempting to fend off Mexican to get a free Collector’s Booklet
soldiers attempting to breach the with any order!

walls of the Alamo.

BATTLE OF GONZALES BATTLE OF THE ALAMO

first in the series @ second in the series [ )

The stunning 2020 Texas Silver Round depicts a scene from the Battle The events of this famous battle took place on the days of February
of Gonzales, with three Texian revolutionaries defending the famous 23rd - March 6th, 1836. At the end of a 13-day siege, President General
Gonzales cannon, while brandishing the Come And Take It Flag. Antonio Lépez de Santa Anna and his Mexican troops reclaimed the

Alamo Mission, killing the Texian and immigrant occupiers.

The Texas Silver Round can be purchased in a monster box produced
exclusively for the Texas Mint. Packaged in 20 protective tubes of 25
rounds each, the monster box holds 500 1-ounce Texas Silver Rounds.
Built from durable cold-rolled steel and finished with a matte black powder
coat, the monster box lid features an orange cutout of the state of Texas.
Each sealed monster box is secured with a unique serial number and a
holographic seal to ensure maximum product protection.

The Texas Silver Round is also available to purchase in a similarly designed
and secured mini-monster box, which contains 10 protective tubes of 25
rounds each for a total of 250 silver rounds.

= |a FREE SHIPPING GOLD / SILVER / PLATINUM % NO ORDER MINIMUMS

505 WWW.TEXMETALS.COM We accept:

For precious metal storage solutions visit TexasDepository.com LOCATED IN SHINER , TX



Exodus of Texians
iS an unsung
episode of

the Texas war

for independence

STORY AND PHOTOS BY JULIA ROBINSON
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The Texas Revolution s dcfined

by its battles—the siege of the Alamo, the massacre at Go-
liad, the 18-minute Battle of San Jacinto that sealed the
Texian victory. But there was a slower struggle that wet
spring of 1836 that defined the revolution’s civilian strife.
As Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna amassed troops
across the Rio Grande, Texian rebels and noncombatants
fled the looming conflict.

This eastward frantic flight from Mexican troops,
toward the Sabine River—which separates Texas from
Louisiana—and the safety of the United States,
came to be known as the Runaway Scrape.

“The Runaway Scrape touched virtually every
citizen in Texas,” says Stephen L. Hardin, profes-
sor of history at Abilene’s McMurry University,
describing the exodus as the great untold story
of the Texas Revolution. “I think the Runaway
Scrape, far more than the battles, played a major
role in the forging of the Texian character.

“It is tremendously important because if you
look at the Texas mythos—Texans are tough,

Texans are resilient, this notion that we can
endure damn near anything because we’re Texans.
Ithink that’s where it starts.”

OPPOSITE The southern terminal of the Lynchburg Ferry
sits across from the San Jacinto Monument. ABOVE A
sculpture by J. Payne Lara at the San Felipe de Austin
State Historic Site depicts a family fleeing in the Run-
away Scrape. RIGHT The historic site’'s museum features
an interactive map of the 19th-century town.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Colonists began their flight from conflict well ahead of
the fall of the Alamo in March 1836, and for some of them,
the escape culminated within a mile of the San Jacinto
battlefield site in a dramatic crossing of the San Jacinto
River. There, 5,000 settlers waited their turn at Lynch's
Ferry, desperate to outrun Santa Anna and his approach-
ing troops.

About the time of the fall of the Alamo, Hardin says, the
Runaway Scrape “goes into hyperdrive.” Sam Houston and
his small, inexperienced army began a retreat from Gonza-
les, where the army had been gathering. The order to
evacuate came at midnight March 13, and the Texians
burned the town before they left.

As Houston continued his retreat, many of the 30,000
residents of Texas—including Anglos, enslaved people and
Mexican nationals—fled Santa Anna’s army in the rain and
cold, carrying what possessions they could on muddy roads
and across flood-swollen rivers. In an April 1836 letter to a
friend, colonist John A. Quitman remarked, “We must have
met at least 1,000 women and children, and everywhere
along the road were wagons, furniture and provisions
abandoned.”

Dilue Rose Harris was 11 when she fled her home in
Stafford’s Point, just southwest of what is today Houston,
with her family. In 1898 she wrote of her memories of the
Runaway Scrape: “We left home at sun-set. Hauld beding
clothing and provision on the sleigh with one yoak of oxin.
Mother and I walking she with an infant in her arms.”

APRIL 2021 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 13



Guy Bryan, a nephew of Stephen F. Austin, was 16 when (] S ome families left their

he fled his home near San Felipe de Austin with his family.

L] L]
He told his story in an 1895 letter to Kate Terrell, a survivor h()me Wlth thell‘ table
of the Runaway Scrape and writer who chronicled the

event. “Some families left their home with their table Spl'ead for the daily meal;
spread for the daily meal; all hastily prepared for flight as all hastily prepare d for

if the enemy were at their door,” he wrote.

The second-largest city in Texas on the eve of the rev- ﬂight as if the enemy
olution, San Felipe had close to 600 residents and was a e 92
bustling center of government and commerce. As in the Wer e at thelr door.
town of Gonzales, the Texians and their army burned the
town behind them, a strategy to deny Santa Anna’s troops
food and supplies.

Angelina Peyton Eberly, a tavern owner, recalled in a
letter to a friend the evening she evacuated San Felipe
across the Brazos River: “Much was left on the river banks.
There were no wagons hardly ... few horses, many had to
go on foot the mud up to their knees—women and children
pell mell.” Safely across the river, Eberly could hear
“the popping of spirits, powder &c [etc.] in our burning
homes.”

Creed Taylor, a Texian soldier who escorted his family
to safety before fighting in the Battle of San Jacinto,
wrote in 1900, “T have never witnessed such scenes of
distress and human suffering. ... Delicate women
trudged alongside their park horses, carts, or sleds
from day to day until their shoes were literally worn
out, then continued the journey with bare feet, lacer-
ated and bleeding at almost every step. Their clothes
were scant, and with no means of shelter from frequent
rains and bitter winds, they traveled on through the long
days in wet and bedraggled apparel, finding even at night

Dilue Rose Harris" memoirs
are at the Albert and Ethel
Herzstein Library in the
San Jacinto Museum of
History in La Porte.
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ToP Many families in the Runaway Scrape
passed through what is now the San Jacinto
Battleground State Historic Site. ABOVE A frieze
on the San Jacinto Monument.

little relief from their suffering since the wet earth and
angry sky offered no relief. ... Thus these half-clad, mud-
besmeared fugitives, looking like veritable savages, trudged
along.”

Harris, Bryan and Eberly converged with other refugees
at Lynch’s Ferry, on the south bank of the San Jacinto
River, within a mile of the future battlefield at San Jacinto.
“Arrived at the San Jacinto River in the night,” wrote Harris.
“There were fully 5,000 people at the ferry. ... We waited
three days before we crossed. ... It was all-most a riot to see
who should cross first.”

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

The crossing was daunting. The ferry was a wooden,
flat-bottomed raft, hand-drawn along cables. A few dozen
people and possessions could travel per trip.

After crossing the ferry at Lynchburg, Bryan and his
party moved 6 miles southeast. “When we joined the long
line of ‘Runaways’ at Cedar Bayou the sight was most
piteous. I shall never forget the sight of men, women and
children walking, riding on horseback, in carts, sleds,
wagons and every kind of transportation known to Texas.”

Many became ill or died along the route. There are no
official records of deaths, but historians estimate hundreds
died. “Measles, sore eyes, whopping cough, and every other
disease that man, woman or child is heir to, broke out
among us,” wrote Harris. Her younger sister died of a flux—
diarrhea—and was buried at Liberty. With scant updates,
families kept moving east, toward the Sabine River and the
safety of the United States.

Harris recalled one evening: “All of asddnt we heard a
report like distant thunder. ... Father said it was cannon
that the Texas army and Mexicans were fighting.” They
thought the Texians had lost because the cannon fire ended
so quickly. They hurried eastward until a messenger found
them and yelled, as Harris wrote, “Turn back, turn back.
The Texas army has whipped the Mexicans. No danger,
no danger.”

Relieved but exhausted, many halted their exodus.
Refugee camps sprang up for families to rest and regroup.
“They suffered just as much and sometimes more on the
return trip,” Hardin says. Many returned to find their
homes burned and their livestock missing.

Harris’ memoirs recall quicksand and a fatal alligator
attack when they turned back toward home after five weeks
on the run. Eberly had traveled more than 100 miles before
hearing of the victory at San Jacinto. Once back in San
Felipe, Eberly found her tavern and home in ashes, “the
place bare of everything but the ruins of all my things burnt
up,” she wrote. Many residents, including Eberly, aban-
doned San Felipe de Austin, which never regained its
former stature. Many left Texas for good after the spring
0f 1836. For those who stayed, the scrape left a scar.

Hardin explains that many Texians were hesitant to
rebuild after the war. “I've found many people saying they
don’t want to invest in a fancy house because the Mexicans
might invade again, and we’re going to have to burn it
down again,” he says. “So that plays a huge role in the
Texian psyche for years because they just didn’t have the
confidence.

“‘Remember the Alamo’? What they’re remembering is
the Runaway Scrape and the hardship.” ®

WEB EXTRA Check out
some of the relics that remain
from the Runaway Scrape.
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Bad to the Bone

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural
bone handle —now ONLY $79!

he very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and
function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but
also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature.

Ifyou’re on the hunt for a knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you’re
looking for.

The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The
blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its
resistance to corrosion.

The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the
natural world.

This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it
around here. We have mastered the hunt
for the best deal, and in turn pass the
spoils on to our customers.

But we don’t stop there. While supplies
last, we'll include a pair of $99 8x21 power
compact binoculars and a genuine leather
sheath FREE when you purchase the
Huntsman Blade.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed.
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it
on your hip, inspect the impeccable
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we
cut you a fair deal, send it back within
30 days for a complete refund of the
item price.

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t
last long. We have only 1120 Huntsman
Blades for this ad only. Don’t let this  BONUS! Call today and
beauty slip through your fingers. Call today! ~ you’ll also receive this

Huntsman Blade $249* genuine leather sheath!
Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $170

1-800-333-2045

Your Insider Offer Code: HUK472-01

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.  Rating of A+

EXCLUSIVE

FREE

Stauer® 8x21
Compact
Binoculars

-2 $99 value-

with purchase of
Huntsman Blade

What Stauer Clients
Are Saying About
Our Knives

1 6 6 & & ¢ o
“This knife is beautiful!” :
—J., La Crescent, MN ”/

* kK kK 5
“The feel of this knife
is unbelievable...this
is an incredibly fine
instrument.”

— H., Arvada, CO

St auer® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK472-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 Www.Stauer.com

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the
listed original Stauer.com price.

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.

¢ 12” overall length; 6 %" stainless steel full tang blade ¢ Genuine bone handle
with brass hand guard & bolsters ¢ Includes genuine leather sheath

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR CEO, Varzavand “Avan” Irani!.

Your Co-op Remains Strong

February’s polar vortex challenged
Texas’ electrical grids, but Nueces
Electric Cooperative’s (NEC) mission
to deliver safe, affordable, and reliable
electric service remains unchanged.
We’re not going anywhere.

All of us were frustrated by Febru-
ary’s state-mandated outages. Many
of us were left in the dark just like you
as our employees answered calls and
worked as quickly and safely as they
could to restore power.

NEC is a distribution cooperative.
We are a local company that delivers
power to over 30,000 members and
maintains the distribution lines that
serve the homes and businesses within
our service area. We are governed by
members just like you - our board of
directors. Our employees also live in
the local area, and many are members
of our co-op. Just like you, our board
members and employees experienced
these mandated outages.

When we say “we understand your
frustration” it is not a slogan, script,
or rehearsed response. It is the truest
description of how we feel having to
hear you were without power. Our
team worked around the clock to pro-

Energizing South Texas for the past 80 years

vide our members safe, reliable, and
affordable electricity. Rain, wind, sleet,
and freezing temperatures are just a
few of the challenges our team faced
when they responded to the winter
storm outages. However, the great-

est joy and drive behind our passion

is powering you, our members. Your
home, business, school, and church are
all essential to the continued growth of
our communities, therefore, providing
reliable power is critical in propelling
continued growth.

What does this mean for our mem-
bers? Member data shows that, due to
record low temperatures, some mem-
bers used more power. With the extra
usage from heating systems, some
members even doubled their daily
average usage. NEC anticipates that
members should expect to see higher
electricity bills due to higher usage.
However, NEC does not anticipate any
significant increase to the overall cost
of the electricity we provide.

Electric cooperatives have a long
history of working with Texas’ leaders
to ensure your electricity remains safe
and reliable. We don’t yet know all the
impacts of February’s extreme weather,

but we remain focused on develop-
ments at the Legislature as we work
with our statewide association, Texas
Electric Cooperatives and partners, to
protect our members and employees
from any potential effects. Throughout
this assessment and learning pro-

cess, we pledge to keep our members
informed every step of the way. For the
most current updates, visit our website
at www.nueceselectric.org or our Face-
book page.

We aren’t just keeping electricity
flowing to homes and business—we’re
powering our community. That’s why
we are deeply committed to providing
safe and reliable energy solutions to
our members at a fair price—a com-
mitment that has guided our business
for more than 80 years.

Lastly, we want to thank all of our
members who provided support and
kind words to our line crews, employ-
ees, and each other during the historic
winter storm. NEC members are our
friends, neighbors, and family mem-
bers. At NEC, we are always looking
out for your best interests. That’s the
cooperative difference.

. That’s the Cooperative difference.
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Addressing Our Membrs’Questions

Will my electric bill cost more?

Nueces Electric Cooperative is unique because we are the
only electric cooperative in Texas to voluntarily deregulate.
This means that rather than providing distribution services
AND selling energy to members at a fixed or variable rate
like other co-ops, we opened the NEC territory to competi-
tive power providers in 2005. Since then, members have
had the option to choose their retail electric provider from
a small list of providers who wish to be considered by NEC
members. Nueces Electric Cooperative maintains the distri-
bution lines that serve the homes and businesses within our
service territory. Our rates for these services are based on
our tariffs, not on the fluctuating price of electricity on the
wholesale market. Your distribution/delivery rates will not
go up because of the storm market price spike. Depending
on your chosen power provider, you may see increases in
your power provider’s pricing and in turn have a higher elec-
tric bill. Power providers have ways to mitigate the impacts
of market price spikes and if they manage this well, it does
not always mean consumer prices will rise significantly.
Please reach out to your retail electric provider for questions
regarding your rates and storm impacts on your upcoming
electricity bills.

How will the cold weather impact my electric bill?

Due to the extra electricity used during this event (especially
heating systems) you will likely see an increase in your bill
due to large increases in usage. The extremely cold tempera-
tures during February’s historic cold spell caused members
to use more electricity than they would during a normal
February. Therefore, members should expect to see electric
bills similar to ones they normally see during hot summer
months, like July and August. When temperatures go down
in winter, heating needs go up, which increases energy use in
homes and other spaces. Even if a thermostat is kept at the
same temperature inside, the heat pump or furnace has to
work harder when it gets colder outside - increasing energy
use and energy bills as a result. NEC’s meter data suggest
usage for some members has doubled over the previous
month.

www.nueceselectric.org

If | experienced outages during the February weather
event, will | be billed for usage during those outages?
No, NEC’s meters only register usage that is consumed when
power is available at your home or business. During outages,
when power is not available to your home, NEC’s meters do
not register electric consumption, thus reducing the number
of kilowatt-hours for which you will be billed. This is also
true for the mandated outages.

Why do | see Kilowatt hour usage (power use) in Smart-
Hub when my electricity was out?

NEC’s SmartHub system retrieves information at regular 15
minute intervals, and those readings can be seen in Smart-
Hub under the My Usage tab. During a power interruption,
those interval readings will not be available, and the system
might estimate your interval usage if the power is out long
enough, which can produce imprecise results in SmartHub.
The system we use which provides interval readings in
SmartHub is separate from NEC’s billing system. NEC’s bill-
ing system uses daily readings taken at midnight and is the
source of the actual usage you will see on your bill. The bill-
ing system registers only the total actual Kilowatt hours mea-
sured by your meter through the end of your billing cycle,
which is consistent with the actual Kilowatt hour reading on
the face of your meter. If the system does not obtain a read-
ing for your billing at the end of your billing cycle, a truck
will be dispatched to read the meter if needed.

What is NEC doing for members who need help with
their electric bills?

We are here to work with members who need assistance
with their electric bills. Contact NEC member services at
361-387-2581 to review payment assistance resources and
discuss payment options.

NUECES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE Texas Co-op Power 19
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Thank A Lineman On
April 12th

On April 12th, Nueces Electric Cooperative (NEC) will join cooperatives from
across the nation to celebrate Lineman Appreciation Day. This is a time to express
our utmost appreciation to the great teams that work so hard for our members
everyday. NEC depends on lineworkers to keep the power on, no matter the cir-
cumstances, but on April 12th, we pause to honor them. There are countless rea-
sons to recognize and commend these determined individuals who put their lives
on the line every day for our members out in the field. But here are six reasons to
take the time to thank a lineman:

1. Lineman put their lives on the line. Line work is recognized as one of the top
10 most dangerous jobs in the U.S. Even with safety measures in place, linework-
ers face risks when working on or near high voltages and at heights.

2. Lineman are dedicated to their career and education. Lineworkers have to
learn the ins and outs of electrical theory. There are also specified apprentice and
journeyman designations to learn how to climb poles safely and work with high
voltages. Once completed, lineworkers continue to put these lessons to work.

3. Lineman keep the power on, rain or shine. Despite adverse weather condi-
tions, lineworkers remain committed to keeping the power on. They make repairs
during hurricanes and other severe storms when communities depend on power
the most.

4. Lineman demonstrate an undeniable strength. Lineworkers spend long
hours hauling heavy gear and pulling thick cable and wire. All lineworkers possess
both mental and physical strength.

5. Lineman take jobsite safety seriously. Practicing safety is always a priority,
especially for those working near high-voltage equipment. Cutting corners can be
disastrous. Responsibility lies in not only looking out for themselves, but for their
brothers and sisters in the field and the community at large.

6. Lineman are loyally devoted to their families and their communities.
Though faced with demanding work and long hours spent away from home, line-
workers are just as devoted to their families and communities as they are to their
careers. It is not always easy but looking back at the end of each day with pride
makes it worthwhile. They also have the unique opportunity to give back by sup-
porting future generations through mentorship.

“Whether our community is facing a hurricane, a winter storm, or a medical
emergency, our lineworkers are ready and willing to answer the call to provide for
our community’s energy needs,” said Manuel Mayorga, NEC’s Line Superinten-
dent. “They understand the critical nature of the job they do, and they are commit-
ted to be there for our members when it matters the most.”

The next time you see an NEC lineworker- be sure to thank them for keeping the
lights on. But more importantly, thank them for the hard - and often times dan-
gerous — work they do, day in and day out to get your power back on as quickly
and safely as possible. Use #ThankALineman or #ThankaLineworker in your social
media posts on April 12th to show support for our NEC lineworkers who make
our lives easier every day.
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NEC’s certified lineworker, Manny Pina

LINEMAN
APPRECIATION
DAY

April 12,2021
Committed to service
Committed to safety

Committed to you,
OUR MEMBERS

NuecesElectric Cooperative

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative

www.nueceselectric.org



Update
Your Account

Nueces Electric Cooperative makes every effort
to serve you in the most efficient way possible.
One of the ways we do this is with our ongoing
improvements in technology. Having correct
account information is a vital component that
ensures these improvements are effective. We
offer two convenient ways for you to update
your account information:

Phone Call

Change your account information over the
phone by calling (361) 387-2581, and a friendly
Member Services Representative will gladly
assist you.

In-person

Changes to your account can be made at the
same time you pay your bill. Just let the Member
Services Representative know that you need to
update your account information. Please take a
few moments to verify that the information we
have on file is correct.

Thank you for helping NEC serve you better!

www.nueceselectric.org

NUECES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Good Friday
April 2

Our offices will be closed in
observance of the holiday.

Easter Sunday
April 4

Lineman Appreciation Day
April 12

Admin Professional Day
April 21

Texas Co-op Power 21
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Save Energy On
Earth Day

Earth Day, April 22, is a good time to
consider ways to reduce your energy  stat and program it correctly to save
consumption. These simple but effec-  up to 10% on heating and cooling
tive steps suggested by the Alliance bills.

To Save Energy are a great place to
start.

« Invest in a programmable thermo-

« Upgrade lightbulbs to energy-effi-
cient LEDs to save money on lighting
o Seal air leaks and insulate to save up  costs.

0 ) -
to 20% on heating and cooling bills. « Change heating, ventilating and air

conditioning filters regularly so that
your system doesn’t have to work as
hard to operate properly.

o Turn off all lights, appliances
and electronics when not in use to
prevent unnecessary electricity con-

sumption. . .
P « Wash clothes in cold water and line

» Use window shades, opening them  dry them.
in winter and closing them in sum-

mer.

« Use low-flow faucets and shower-
heads.

DID YOU KNOW?

T€siestimated that the U.S. spends more
than $300 billion a year on energy lost
to drafty doors and windows, inefficient
appliances and other energy wasters that
are easily remedied.

POWER TIP

Usejwool or rubber dryer balls in the
clothes dryer to reduce drying time
and static. Wool dryer balls can also
absorb extra moisture.

o Look for Energy Star labels on con-
sumer products that save electricity.

ember Care Representative, Isabel Cavazos

Administrative

Professional Day

Wednesday, April 21, 2021, is Admin-
istrative Professional Day! This holiday
was created by the president of the
National Secretaries Association —
Mary Barrett — in the late 1940s and
early 1950s.

In 1952, U.S. Secretary of Commerce
Charles Sawyer declared the first week
of June to be Secretaries Week, and the
Wednesday in that week to be Secre-
taries Day. In 1955. Secretaries Week
was then changed to the last week of
April. In 1981, the day was changed
from secretaries day to Administrative
Professionals Day to incorporate not
only secretaries into the holiday but a
myriad of professional and administra-
tive assistants.

The professional and administrative
employees at NEC play a huge role
in making sure the cooperative runs

smoothly. These employees wear many
hats, from handling appointments,
speaking with members, and managing
paperwork, just to name a few.

However, most of their work goes
unnoticed and not many people are
aware of the skills required to do their
jobs well. Administrative Profession-
als Day aims to thank those who work
as secretaries, assistants, and other
employees who try their best at every-
thing they do.

Today, the day is not only celebrated in
the United States but is celebrated all
over the world.

We say thank you to all those who pro-
vide support. You are greatly appreci-
ated.



Safety And Service
For All

Imagine you’re a Nueces Electric Cooperative lineworker and your crew
has been called out to a member’s property to restore service after an out-

age. There are a million things going through your mind about the job at
hand. Probably the last thing you’re thinking about is having to defend
yourself.

However, some electric co-op workers have been threatened by members
who want to keep strangers off their property at all costs. Using measures
like locked gates, guard dogs and guns, some residents resist strangers on
their property—even if they’re co-op workers trying to restore power.

Not only are these incidents distressing, but they’re also illegal. Coopera-
tive personnel have a legal right—and responsibility—to enter a member’s
property on official co-op business. Texas laws protect electric cooperative
employees from criminal trespassing charges, and they impose a stiff pen-
alty on those who threaten a co-op worker.

To verify the legitimacy of a co-op employee or contractor on your prop-
erty, call the co-op immediately at (361) 387-2581.

- ol '.T.L .. :'.'.. -r‘{. i 3

Working together, we can keep the electricity flowing and everyone safe. . B SR ALk b ‘
8108 p ty 8 Y NEC’s ce'rtiﬁedﬁnex’\_rqi'ke;, Tatél Priest "'?‘"

Plan Ahead for Life Support
During Power Outages

For people who rely on life-support If you or someone in your home depends
equipment at home, a power outage could on an electrically operated health aid, take
be a matter of life or death. Nueces Elec- these steps to prepare for power outages.

tric Cooperative maintains a Residential
Critical Care List that includes consumers
who have a member of the household on
life-sustaining equipment and for whom
a power interruption may be danger-

ous and life-threatening. For those who
qualify, when possible and reasonable, « Consider investing in a portable genera-
NEC makes an effort to notify these indi-  tor that can power vital equipment in the
viduals in advance of a planned outage or  event of an extended outage.

known pending emergency situation. You
can call our office or go to our website to
download the forms. Take these forms to
your doctor and they will fax the appro-
priate documents to us. o Keep an adequate supply of prescription

S. T o D AY' drugs and medical equipment on hand.
ign-up !

Visit our website: https://nueceselectric.org/content/critical-
care-renewal-letter to download the critical care renewal form. Texas Co-op Power 23

o Plug electronic devices into surge sup-
pressors and consider using uninterrupt-
ible power supplies on important devices.
A UPS acts as a temporary battery backup
to some devices.

o Make arrangements to move in tem-
porarily with friends or family during a
power failure if a generator is impractical.
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Filter For Efﬁaency

Checking, changing or cleaning your air filter once a month
saves money and extends the life of your home’s heating,
ventilating and air conditioning system.

Air filters prevent dust and allergens from clogging your
HVAC system, but dirt still builds up in ducts and filters
over time. If left unchecked, a dirty filter chokes airflow,
forcing the system to work harder to push conditioned air
through tight spaces. This results in higher energy bills and
increased wear and tear—and could even result in system
failure.

Filter Facts

Air filters protect HVAC systems and collect loose dirt from
the air. They go in duct system slots or in return grilles of
central air conditioners, furnaces and heat pumps.

The better a filter catches dirt, the faster it gets clogged and
must be cleaned or replaced. Leaving a dirty air filter in place
cuts a home’s air quality and reduces HVAC system airflow.
Although removing a clogged filter altogether relieves pres-
sure on the system, the system can’t perform well without
one. Unfiltered dust and grime accumulate on critical parts
such as the evaporator coil, causing unnecessary wear.

Monthly Checkup

The U.S. Department of Energy recommends checking an

air filter once a month and replacing it at least every three
months. It’s critical to inspect and replace filters before heavy
use in summer and winter.

24 Texas Co-op Power NUECES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

If you have pets or smokers in the home, filters clog more
quickly. Remodeling projects add more dirt than normal,
so a filter working under these conditions may need to be
changed more than every three months.

How To

Turn your heating and cooling system off before checking
your filter. Slide the filter out of your ductwork and look for
layers of hair and dirt. Run a finger across the filter. If your
finger comes away dirty or there’s a line left on the filter, it’s
time for a change.

When replacing the filter, make sure the arrow on the fil-
ter—which indicates the direction of the airflow—points
toward the blower motor.

To help schedule monthly checkups, write the date on the
side of the filter so you know when it needs to be checked
again. Once you've made the change, turn your system back
on.

Filtering Choices

Shopping for a new filter? Before you leave home, write
down the size printed on the side of your current filter or
snap a photo with your phone. Once you find a filter that
works well in your home, it’s a good idea to keep a spare or
two on hand.

www.nueceselectric.org



Payment Options:

w

Pay Online

www.nueceselectric.org

Access your account 24 hours a day from any
computer to view usage, make payments or man-
age your account. Just click on “Pay Your Bill’, on
the left side of our Homepage and it will take you
to the SmartHub account portal.

Pay With Your Smart Device
Download the SmartHub app to your iPhone or
Andriod device. View usage, weather impacts,
make payments and manage your account any
time of the day.

Auto Draft:
Sign up to have your bank account or credit card
drafted for your monthly bill. You can sign-up via

your SmartHub online account.

Equal Payment Plan

Through this payment program, a member’s usage
is averaged for the year and the member makes
equal payments each month. See more informa-
tion and sign up online under the Member Ser-
vices ->Payment Options menu tab, or call the

office.

Pay by Phone:
800-NEC-WATT (800-632-9288)

Pay in Person:
Pay your bill at any one of our Customer Service
centers located in Calallen, Ben Bolt, Ricardo or

Orange Grove.

Pay by Mail:
P.O. Box 659821, San Antonio, TX 78265

Pay at the Payment Kiosk

Quick, easy, and accessible 24 hours a day, the
Kiosk is located at the Calallen office. Payments
post immediately to your account.

Payment Services

Pay using any Fidelity Express Pay Stations or for
an additional $1.50 service charge. Search online

%% NuecesElectric Cooperative
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NuecesElectric Cooperative

Find us on the web at:
www.nueceselectric.org

Call us at:
361-387-2581 or 1-800-632-
9288

Your Elected Board of Directors:

Brian Menking: District 6, President
Bill Hartman, District 5

David Rosse, District 3, Secretary Treasurer

Johnny Alvarado, District 7

Gladys Lippincott, District 8 (Retail)
Donald Herrmann, District 4
Gregg Truesdale, District 2
Rumaldo Z. Juarez, District 1

Local Pages Editor:
Alexa Patek

communications@nueceselectric.org

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative
ey

Main Office / Mailing Address:
14353 Cooperative Ave
Robstown, TX 78380 (Calallen)
M-F 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Ben Bolt Service Center:
5646 S. Hwy 281 Alice, TX
M-F 8 -12/12:30 - 4

Ricardo Service Center:
123 CR 1026, Ricardo, TX
Temporarily closed

Orange Grove Service Center:
5302 W. FM 624

Temporarily closed

Use the NEC Outage Viewer to view outages 24-hours a day with any

device. The Outage Viewer is located on the homepage our website.

NEC Power Providers

PLEASE NOTE: The (CRs) listed below have completed the process to qualify
and are currently serving NEC area members. This provider list is subject to

change. For the most up-to-date list of providers, please monitor our website

nueceselectric.org or you can obtain a list from any NEC office.

AP GAS & ELECTRIC

APOLLO POWER & LIGHT
BLUESTAR ENERGY
CHAMPION ENERGY SERVICES
CONSTELLATION ENERGY
CORAL POWER SOLUTIONS
DYNEGY

ENERGY TRANSFER
ENERTRADE ELECTRIC

HINO ELECTRIC

MPOWER /MP2

NEC CO-OP ENERGY
TENASKA

ENCOA (TERM)

SMARTCOM ENERGY SERVICES

COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ONLY
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ONLY
LARGE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL

LARGE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
LARGE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ONLY

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUST

LARGE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ONLY
COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ONLY

STARTEX POWER LARGE COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
SOURCE POWER & GAS COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL
V247 RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & INDUST

to find a payment station near you.

NUECES ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE Texas Co-op Power 25
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.\"_\. Helpine Hand | \

Mueller strongly believes in giving back to organizations that
always give to others. For the 13th year in a row, we are extending
a helping hand to a Texas non-profit in need of a new facility.
One deserving organization will receive a FREE Mueller
steel building through our Helping Hand Project.

We will be accepting applications April 10 - May 17, 2021,
at www.muellerinc.com/about-us/helping-hand

www.muellerinc.com
877-2-MUELLER
(877-268-3553) MUELLER, INC.

Special Offer for New

NO
Customers Only SALES Tax!
MYES Please send me the following:

QTY DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL
3-Coin
Collector’s Set (limit 4)
~ .+ __Addfolders for
i s $1.95 each| $1.95

{7 w (Reg. $395)
Wheat Ears Cent| FREE
Sales Tax | FREE
Shipping| FREE
TOTAL $

Own Three Scarce
Colector Clasis!

ONLY $4.99!

$4.95

[ ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS |
QCheck IVISA QMC QAMEX LDISC

Card No. Exp.Date ___ /|
HENENEEENNEREEEN
Name
{Dates
Address, Apth wur chuics) 4
1913-1938 - 1859-1909 iz 1883-1913
aiy state Zin Indian/Buffalo Nickel Indian Head Cent Liberty Head “V" Nickel

Long vanished from circulation, You'll also receive a handpicked trial

E-Mail FREE get these coins for ONLY $4.95. selec.tion of fasginating coins from
Mail to: Littleton Coin Company G‘ft' Order within 30 days, and you'll our risk-free Coins-On-Approval
Dept. 5VU402 e get a FREE gift, and FREE Service, from which you may .
1309 Mt. Eustis Rd Shipping! Plus, with this special purchase any or none of the coins —
Littleton NH 03561-3737 offer, we'll pay your state’s sales return balance within 15 days - é
tax on this order! with option to cancel at any time. 8

" Littleton
Coin Company®

Serving Collectors Since 1945

Wheat R Mail coupon toc!ay or for faster service,
One per customer order online at: LittletonCoin.com/Specials
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44 million year old

honey gold Baltic amber
gives you a glimpse into
the fascinating world of

prehistoric times

Get the complete set

for only $199 + S&P

and Free Shippping.
o £ -4;": T
e N v

PREHISTORIC PERFECTION

44 million year old Baltic amber priced at just $99

Both in love and in gemstones, it can take a long time to  we made certain PRAISE FOR STAUER AMBER JEWELRY
achieve perfection. Just as your relationship has matured  you can bring 2 0 o O ¢

and strengthened over the years, so has Baltic amber. This home 160 total “When it arrived I was blown away
natural gemstone is a scientific phenomenon that contains carats of the world’s | by it’s beauty and uniqueness.”
fossilized plant and animal life that date back over 40 million  ¢ldest natural gem | —J. R., Port Angeles, WA

years. In fact, most of the life-forms found in Baltic amber for only $99.

are now extinct.

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Revel in the
Thankfully, the fine art of a unique beauty of Cherry Amber for 30 days. If it fails

great deal is alive and well at to delight, send it back for a full refund of the item price.
Stauer. The amber pieces you

see here feature ample carats
of amber from the icy Baltic .
region, famous for containing ~ Cherry Amber Collection

Limited Reserves. Baltic amber at these prices won't stick
around. Call today before this great deal becomes extinct.

the world’s finest amber deposits. A. Necklace (160 ctw)............... $499t $99 +S&P Save $400
And, adding to the prehistoric g RING (8 CLW) eevvrrvrmnressecrancens ¢399t $79+s&P Save $320
mystique is the fact that no two i

stones are identical— each piece €+ EArMNgs (15 cow) eeeeeeveeevveveee $399t $99 +s&p Save $300

captured something different as  Necklace, Ring & Earrings Set 4297 $277 +s&Pp Save $1,020

itt formed, just as every love Call and ask how to get the set for $199 with Free Shipping!

story is unique.
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

Now, there are necklaces with ff § P P

generous gems of amber going 1'800'333'2 045

for nearly $15,000. We think  yoyr Insider Offer Code: CAC144-01

that’s barbaric. Which is why I . .
t Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on
Stauer.com without your offer code.

“People have been making amber jewelry for over

10,000 years, which could make it the first gem Stauer@)

material ever used.” 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. CAC144-01, ﬂ BUSINESS
— The International Gem Society (IGS) Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWW.Stau€r.COm  Rating of A+

¢ 20" Necklace ¢ 160 ctw tumbled Baltic amber ¢ Ring set in yellow gold-finished .925 sterling silver ¢ Ring: whole sizes 5-10

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®



Never lose electricity again!

8 out of 10 buyers choose Generac Home
Standby Generators to automatically provide
electricity to their homes during power
outages. Here’s why—

WIDEST SELECTION of sizes—whether you choose to
power only critical circuits (water pump, heat, freezer)
during electrical outages—or your entire home.

EXTRA-QUIET MODELS, TO0O—that will never disturb
you or your neighbors!

NO REFUELING—Generac systems are powered
continuously by natural gas or your propane supply,
S0 you never have to get up in the middle of the night
to refuel.

24/7/365 SERVICE from our Wisconsin headquarters.
Storms and blackouts don’t follow a 9-to-5 schedule
and neither do we.

CALL for FREE Generator
Buyer’s Guide and get...

Limited Time
BONUS OFFER!

FREE GENERATOR GUIDE—chock-full of useful
information about how to choose and size a
home standby system that’s perfect for

your home.

GENERAC &
A Generac Home
Standby Generator sits
outside your home and
automatically provides
electricity when the
power goes off. When
grid power is restored,
it shuts itself off. Easy.

Here’s the Buyer’s Guide yug T |
requested about GENERAG = :
+. Home Standby Gen(.eratn_rs! el S

PRICES START AT
JUST $1,999*

*Price does not include installation.

Usa)

EEEEEEEEEE
LT*

GENERAC
——————ee

“Builtin the USA using
domestic and foreign parts

e 3S00-894-8804
FreeGeneratorGuide.com

*Price does not include installation.




Great Gardens Sta
DR?® Rototillers!

« Bust sod and churn through the
compacted ground

o Prepare seedbeds or till garden waste
back into your soil

o Full line includes walk-behinds, tow-
behinds, and cultivators

*USA

ENGINEERED AND BUILT |
-

Assembled in the USA
using domesticand ~ ® 8
foreign parts.

o Grind away stumps fast « Tungsten carbide-tipped teeth

« Rotary head takes 360 “bites” e Self-propelled available

per second
DRstumpgrinder.com

GoDRpower.com




Nature's Nursery

Texas-native sea turtles need responsible beachgoers to support comeback

BY AMANDA OGLE « PHOTO BY SUE WOLFE

A KEMP'S RIDLEY SEA TURTLE emerges from the
Gulf of Mexico onto a Padre Island beach and clam-
bers toward a dune in search of a place to dig a nest
and lay up to 100 eggs. Before she finds the right
spot, beachgoers approach and take photographs.
Instead of nesting, the frightened turtle retreats
into the water.

This is a scenario that Nancy Lubbock, a volun-
teer with the Padre Island National Seashore’s
Division of Sea Turtle Science and Recovery, has
witnessed several times. “You just don’t know
where she’s going to end up or lay the eggs,” says
Lubbock.

Donna Shaver, chief of the division, is fearful
when nesting turtles are frightened back into the
water. If the turtle heads back into the surf before
laying eggs, it could be days before she comes
ashore again.

“She needs to lay those eggs then and there,”
Shaver says. “Just the process of her coming on the
beach makes her vulnerable to coyotes or people.”

Every year, from April to mid-July, Kemp’s ridley
sea turtles, a critically endangered species, shuffle
onto Texas beaches to lay eggs. Each one is onshore
less than an hour, but some beachgoers are lucky
enough to witness the process. “Just let her do her
thing and realize how lucky you are to get to see
one of these turtles,” Shaver says. “You've hit the
jackpot.”

Look but don’t touch, Shaver says. It’s illegal
and harmful. “We don’t even touch them without
gloves,” she says, “and you can harm them by
squeezing the eggs or turtles too much.”

Staff and volunteers with Shaver’s program find,
document and protect Kemp’s ridleys. They retrieve
the precious eggs and incubate them 50-60 days,
until they hatch. Then the hatchlings can be re-
leased into the Gulf.

Over the past several years, Kemp’s ridleys’
numbers have increased in Texas overall, but the
number of nests found on South Padre Island
National Seashore has fluctuated recently from a
high of 219 in 2017 to 136 in 2020. In 1994, only a
single nest was found.

Kemp’s ridleys are the smallest of the five sea
turtle species in the Gulf, making it hard to see their
tracks in the sand. They also love to nest on windy
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days, in high tide and during big weather fronts, so
their faint tracks are often blown or washed away.

“Kemp’s ridleys are very hard to spot,” Shaver
says. “And with their tracks getting blown away or
obliterated by rain, people on the beach sometimes
don’t know to watch out for them.”

In Texas, driving on beaches is allowed, and that
makes Kemp’s ridleys vulnerable to inattentive
drivers. Shaver explains that the turtles like the soft
sand of the beach roadways. She works to educate
people on the turtles’ habits, hoping to achieve a
balance between recreation and protection.

Maureen Hurlow, a volunteer with the program
since 2005, says that one of the most crucial pre-
cautions beachgoers can take is driving slowly and
observing speed limits. When turtles are nesting,
she explains, they go into a trance and become
vulnerable to vehicles. “We haven’t seen a turtle
get hit on the national seashore, but we know it’s
happened in South Texas,” she says. “We feel as
the turtle population increases, and people are not
watching out for them, it’s only a matter of time
because the turtles are very hard to see. Just slow
down; you'll get there.”

Another threat to Kemp’s ridleys’ resurgence is
people digging holes in the sand for fire pits or sand
castles. Nesting turtles and hatchlings can fall into
holes and get trapped. To prevent this, it’s impor-
tant that beachgoers fill in any holes they dig. Lub-
bock also advocates taking everything you bring to
the beach back home—especially water bottles,
plastic bags and fishing line. “The line gets wrapped
around their flippers, and they can get caught in
trash and canopies,” she says. “Water bottles and
plastic bags also look like squid to them, and they
try and eat them, which will kill them.”

Kemp’s ridleys have been around for 4 million
years, and conservationists are determined to help
them thrive. “We’re going to have to all do our part
and continue to work hard to make sure Kemp’s rid-
leys continue to have success,” Lubbock says. @
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ne of the most beloved coins in
O history is a true American Classic:

The Buffalo Nickel. Although they
have not been issued for over 75 years,
GovMint.com is releasing to the public bags
of original U.S. government Buffalo Nickels.
Now they can be acquired for a limited time
only—not as individual collector coins,
but by weight—just $49 for a full Quarter-
Pound Bag.

100% Valuable Collector
Coins—GUARANTEED!

Every bag will be filled with collectible
vintage Buffalos from over 75 years ago,
GUARANTEED ONE COIN FROM EACH
OF THE FOLLOWING SERIES (dates our
choice):
* 1920-1929—“Roaring *20s” Buffalo
¢ 1930-1938—The Buffalo’s Last Decade
* Mint Marks (P,D, and S)
+ ALL Collector Grade Very Good Condition
+ FREE Stone Arrowhead with each bag

Every vintage Buffalo Nickel you receive will
be a coveted collector coin—GUARANTEED!
Plus, order a gigantic full Pound bag and
you’ll also receive a vintage Liberty Head
Nickel (1883-1912), a valuable collector
classic!

Historic 1920-1938
“Buffalos” by the Pound

Long-Vanished Buffalos

Highly Coveted by Collectors
Millions of these vintage Buffalo Nickels
have worn out in circulation or been recalled
and destroyed by the government. Today,
significant quantities can often only be
found in private hoards and estate collec-
tions. As a result, these coins are becoming
more sought-after each day.

Supplies Limited—
Order Now!

Supplies of vintage Buffalo Nickels are
limited as the availability of these classic
American coins continues to shrink each
and every year. They make a precious gift
for your children, family and friends—a
gift that will be appreciated for a lifetime.

NOTICE: Due to recent changes in the
demand for vintage U.S. coins, this adver-
tised price may change without notice.
Call today to avoid disappointment.

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
You must be 100% satisfied with your bag of
Buffalo Nickels or return it within 30 days of
receipt for a prompt refund (less s/h).

GovMint.com = 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. VBB514-07, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Released to the Public:
Bags of Vintage Buffalo Nickels

Stone Arrowhead
with every bag

Order More and SAVE
QUARTER POUND Buffalo Nickels
(23 coins) Plus FREE Stone Arrowhead
$49 + s/h

HALF POUND Bag
(46 coins) Plus FREE
Stone Arrowhead
$79 + s/h SAVE $19

ONE FULL POUND

Bag (91 coins) Plus

FREE Stone Arrowhead

and Liberty Head Nickel =~ FREE Liberty Head
$149 + FREE SHIPPING Nickel with One
SAVE $47 Full Pound

FREE SHIPPING over $149!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only.
Not valid on previous purchases.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-877-566-6468

Offer Code VBB514-07

Please mention this code when you call.

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. GovMint.com
reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change
significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return
your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2021 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™




WD METAL BUILDINGS

Turn-Key Solutions

s —

~ o

* 5” Reinforced Concrete Slabs
e All Welded Metal Buildings
 Experienced Erection Crews
* Heavy Duty Overhead Doors

Instant Prices at WDMB.com

: ? A TR % ONYX SHOWERS
nglL{E I]I)S %E“We' e €& FROM $8,995 INSTALLED

1 4 TEXAS CALL US, DON'T WAIT ANOTHER DAY.
'800'359' g TOLL-FREE

Enhance your quality of life with a Best Buy Walk-in

" . & Tub. As the oldest manufacturer of walk-in tubs in
www.matts onfmanl: IﬂlSEWlGES.GDm America, we've been setting the industry standard

BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™ /\ for more than 15 years. Call us today to find the
5400 Bosque, 4th Floo o TR TEMD BEST BUY - TUBS perfect custom solution for you.

FEATURING "SEALTITE" TECHNOLOGY
All Ove

®
)
* CELEBRATING 15 YEARS % Visit our showroom at 311 Kings Plaza in Granbury.

MIIL IJi ® are insured to $250,000 per institution by the FI.LC
A

e S Stiin et || 888-825-2362 www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

TIRED OF SPRAYING?
PERMA-ROOF
S uthenniBuitders) | ﬂﬂ“— -T[x . Original ALy
! : CONSTRUCTION
Root Grubber 000t
Steel Moebile | I R, .
u u
E’:,g@m@ R@@ﬁm 83 0n730-05 1 5 o Effective on mesquite, juniper, cedar,
é huisach and other brush problems

B&70 IH 35 N NEw BRAUNFELS, TX

 3-point reversible blade for clearing fence rows

Hilsh¥enersyabillX

Rocfintimblen
XM eqlsy
OBILE HOME

Blade Delivered
Width Cat HP wT Price
18" | 20-40  2301b. $1,065
w2t 40-80  2851b. $1,285
30" lorlll 80-110 380Ib. $1,685

: il S Y S T E M S 36" llorlll 110-180 390 Ib. $1.750
Contact us at 800.633.8969 . :
or roofover.com e St

Cat Universal
HP 50-140
WT 380 Ib.

FLOATING FISHING PIER - '
0 d or lake, with ithout roof. . =

; y““Z.F;‘i';es“_ﬂ:’s&.ZﬁmZCJKLNE.“ . BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES

’ Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums JONES M AC"“NE

Delivered Price
$1,880

’ 45 YEARS’ EXPERlENCE
1 (800) 919-4949 » Fax: (940) 552-6362
CaII for Free Information « (979) 820-3000 WE MAKE DREAMS COME TRUE! jonesmachineshop1944@yahoo.com
www.ellisonmarine.com ¢ ellisonmarine@yahoo.com LELL v 1 0 o, one 3 ok e iy donconm v, o o i oy e et P.O. Box 1577, Vernon, Texas 76385

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Marl(etplace Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251

Across Town | Across Texas advertising@TexasCoopPower.com
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April is FREE

WINDOWS MONTH at / 'c\
Renewal by Andersen.' = 4

o .\'&

Why is April one of the best times to replace
your windows?

Because if you call us now, you can get your more energy-efficient
windows installed and enjoy a more comfortable home right
away. And know that we've adjusted our operations to serve you
in the safest way possible.

It's like getting
: FREE WINDOWS
Our exclusive High-Performance™ Low-E4” SmartSun™ glass is up

for1 r
to 70% more energy efficient.” It's engineered to make your 0 yea
home more comfortable in the colder and warmer months. ceeeccecccsccesscsccesscsssesssnases

Call before April 30! P N MONEY

DOWN
Now offering

virtual *

appointments,
too!

No PAYMENTS

No INTEREST
FOR 1 YEAR

........... and Eanr

Why have our customers chosen us over another
window company?
1. Fibrex® Material

Our Fibrex material was researched by Andersen for 30 years
before it was installed in even one home. Our Fibrex material

is twice as strong as vinyl. } BUY 1 WINDOW
2. Unique Look o OR DOOR,

Our window has the elegant look and strength of a wood
window, but our Fibrex material doesn't demand the same GEB; ‘6\"0I\I0[)ROW

maintenance of wood. * * 1

3. Accountability
There’s no frustrating “middle man” to deal with. We manage
the entire process—from building to installation to the

warranty—on windows and doors. R———
Call for your FREE Window and Door Diagnosis Austin San Antonio
oo, 512-298-1858+210-961-9990

RENEWAL 5%
by ANDERSEN \%} Dallas/Fort Worth:

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT |_|N§A 4 6 9 - 6 0 6 - 5 2 2 9 ° TOpWindOWSOIUtion.com

'Offer not available in all areas. Discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors. Buy two
windows and/or doors, get the second two windows and/or doors, of equal or lesser value, 40% off. Discount applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. Cannot be
combined with other offers. Initial contact for a free Window and Door Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 4/30/21, with the appointment then occurring no more than 10
days after the initial contact. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. No Finance Charges
will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance
terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between
the customer and such lender. Central Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of Austin and San Antonio. North Texas Windows & Doors LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of
Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2021
Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. *Using U.S. and imported parts. **See limited warranty for details at https://www.renewalbyandersen.com/homeowner-help/warranty. 'Values are based
on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015 and 2018
International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. All sales, marketing and installation of windows is conducted by Renewal by Andersen of Austin
and San Antonio, and by Renewal by Andersen of Dallas/Fort Worth and West Texas. All are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in TX.
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The Bluebonnet
Lady of Texas

A San Antonio civic leader galvanized women'’s groups to save the state flower

BY SHERYL SMITH-RODGERS * ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID VOGIN

BLUEBONNETS WERE SO overpicked in
the early 1920s that Sallie Ward Beretta
worried they’d go extinct. The San Anto-
nio civic leader launched a conservation
campaign, which she unveiled at a lunch-
eon for the City Federation of Women’s
Clubs.

Beretta placed paper bluebonnets
on each table to help make her point:
Unless the women got behind her cam-
paign, she exhorted, the state flower
would exist only as paper blooms. Every-
one there joined her cause.

So did the San Antonio Area Council of
Girl Scouts, where Beretta served as presi-
dent. To further her cause, Beretta re-
cruited volunteers to gather and package

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

bluebonnet seeds from fields around the
city. She then mailed seed packets to
Scout troops and women’s clubs across
the state. Some seeds even crossed state
and national borders, and recipients in
Alaska, New York and even South Amer-

ica reported growing successes to Beretta.

To bolster her campaign, Beretta col-
lected stories, poems and music about
bluebonnets, such as the Texas Bluebon-
net Song by Julia D. Owen of Navasota.
She also hosted gardening experts and
promoted the slogan: “Save the wild-
flowers of Texas.”

In an October 26, 1923, letter, she im-
plored members of a Laredo social club
not to change their organization’s name

FOOTNOTES IN TEXAS HISTORY

from the Blue Bonnet Club to the Border
Lassies, lobbying for her conservation
movement, which was “getting people to
promise not to tear them up by the roots.”

She wrote that noted landscape artist
Julian Onderdonk of San Antonio “de-
voted his life to immortalizing the blue-
bonnet,” describing him as “our greatest
Texas painter.” Two weeks before the artist
died, Beretta confided, “He told me that he
considered the move that I was starting for
the conservation of the bluebonnet was
one of the finest ever started, and that he
would do all he could to help it.”

Her pleas hit home. The group changed
its name back to the Blue Bonnet Club.
The following January, members said in
the Laredo Times that they planned a
bluebonnet campaign for spring.

Berreta’s bluebonnet work continued
into the 1930s. In March 1931 she and her
Scouts sought to ban the sale of bluebon-
nets in market stands and stores. “The
Girl Scouts each year gather bluebonnet
seeds and plant many of them along the
highways,” The San Antonio Express re-
ported. “Doubtless many of the flowers
being sold were from plants that grew
from seeds sown by the scouts.” Two years
later Beretta directed a film made by the
Girl Scouts that featured bluebonnet
scenes. She and the Scouts also lobbied,
unsuccessfully, to change the name of the
Sunken Garden Theater in Brackenridge
Park to the Bluebonnet Bowl.

Beretta became widely known as the
“Bluebonnet Lady of Texas.” But her
civic-mindedness reached far beyond
wildflowers. Her leadership roles in-
cluded 19 years on the board of regents
for Texas State University, then called
the Southwest Texas State Teachers Col-
lege. On the San Marcos campus, Beretta
Hall, a Spanish-style dorm named in her
honor, still houses students, and an an-
nual award to an outstanding female stu-
dent is given in her name. @
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TCP KITCHEN

Fresh Herbs

Give dishes, including scones, lentils and smoked pork, a distinctive zing

BY MEGAN MYERS, FOOD EDITOR

One of the greatest pleasures of having a garden is the ability to go outside
and snip a few fresh herbs for a meal. It's a bonus that herbs are easy to
grow because a simple sprinkling of them can take a dish to the next level.
These savory scones are a wonderful addition to a breakfast spread, paired
with smoked salmon. Or serve them alongside soups and stews at dinner.
The mini size is perfect for nibbling, but you can make eight larger scones
instead, if you prefer.

Dill Scones

2 cups flour

/s cup chopped fresh dill

2 teaspoons baking powder

2 teaspoon salt

/s teaspoon pepper

4 tablespoons very cold butter

% cup milk, plus 1 tablespoon,
divided use

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees and line
a baking sheet with parchment.

2. In alarge bowl, combine flour, dill,
baking powder, salt and pepper. Grate the
butter into the bowl, then stir to combine
so that butter is coated with flour mixture.
Alternatively, cut in butter with a pastry
blender or two knives.

3. Stirin % cup milk and mix until a
shaggy dough forms. Scoop dough out
onto a floured surface and knead a few
times to form a cohesive ball. Divide
dough into two balls and flatten each to

a circle about 2 inch high. Cut each
circle into wedges then place onto baking
sheet. Brush the tops with remaining
tablespoon of milk.

4. Bake 18-20 minutes, until golden.

MAKES 16 MINI OR 8 LARGE SCONES

WEB EXTRA Follow along with Megan
Myers and her adventures in the kitchen at
stetted.com, where she features a recipe for
Herb Pizza Dough.



RECIPE PHOTOS: MEGAN MYERS. WINNER: COURTESY PAMELA RYMAN-MOIR

Texas Hummus

JOY WATSON
NAVASOTA VALLEY EC

If you're a fan of dips, this take on hum-
mus is an excellent addition to your
recipe box. Watson created this recipe
for a family hummus cook-off, adding
the familiar Texas flavors of cilantro and
tomatoes with chiles to the Mediter-
ranean classic.

2 tablespoons olive oil

2 cup chopped sweet onion

2 cup fresh cilantro

/s cup fresh parsley

/s teaspoon cumin

/s teaspoon dried oregano

/s teaspoon grated fresh garlic
(about 1 clove)

1 can (10 ounces) diced tomatoes
with mild green chiles

1 can (15 ounces) garbanzo beans

Salt and pepper, to taste

Tortilla chips, to serve

1. Heat olive oil in a sauté pan over
medium heat. Sauté onion, cilantro, pars-
ley, cumin, oregano and garlic until the
onions are translucent, about 8 minutes.

2. Drain the tomatoes and add to the
vegetables to warm. Drain the garbanzo
beans and pour into a blender or food
processor. Add the warm vegetables to
the beans. Pulse the mixture until it is the
consistency of a dip but not completely
smooth. Taste and add salt and pepper
as desired. Serve with tortilla chips.

MAKES 2% CUPS

MORE RECIPES >

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 WINNER

Herbaceous Lentils
Crockpot-Style

PAMELA RYMAN-MOIR
WOOD COUNTY EC

Cozy up to a bowl of flavorful
lentils simmered with pork
and herbs. Brown lentils are
ideal for this dish, as they re-
tain their shape and texture
well during long cooking
times. Serve with rice if you
like or enjoy on its own.

SERVES 8

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 pound ham steak, diced

4-6 strips bacon, chopped

1 onion, diced

1 clove garlic, minced

4 cups water

1 sprig fresh rosemary, leaves finely
chopped

1 sprig fresh thyme, leaves chopped

1 sprig fresh sage, leaves chopped

1 bag (16 ounces) lentils, rinsed

3 cup shredded carrot

1 small bunch kale, finely chopped

Salt and pepper, to taste

Brown or white rice (optional)

Fresh chopped cilantro (optional)

1. In a large sauté pan, heat olive oil over
medium heat and cook ham and bacon
until bacon is crispy. Stir in onion and
garlic and cook 15 minutes. (If you have
a slow cooker with a sauté setting, you
can use that instead.)

2. Add pan contents, water, herbs and
lentils to a slow cooker. Cook on low
2-4 hours, until beans are soft and done
but not mushy.

3. During the last hour of cooking, add

carrot. Add kale during the last 15 min-
utes of cooking. Taste and season with

salt and pepper as desired. Serve over

rice with fresh cilantro sprinkled on top,
if desired.

$500 Recipe Contest

SWEET POTATOES DUE APR 10

We want your tried-and-true soups, salads, baked
goods and side dishes made from this tasty tuber.
Enter at TexasCoopPower.com/contests by April 10.

APRIL 2021 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 31



Herb-Crusted Pork Loin

DONALD MCMAHON
CENTRAL TEXAS EC

Adding herbs to your smoker recipes
adds even more flavor. McMahon's recipe
calls for resting the pork overnight before
cooking, so plan ahead. If you don't have
a smoker, you can roast the tenderloin in
the oven at 350 degrees for 30 minutes.

% cup fresh cilantro

2 cup fresh oregano

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 tablespoon whole-grain mustard
1 tablespoon cumin

3 cloves garlic, minced

Juice of 1 large lime

/2 teaspoon salt

/s teaspoon pepper

16-20 ounces pork tenderloin

1. Combine all ingredients except for
porkin a blender or food processor and
pulse to form a paste. Taste and adjust
salt and pepper as needed. Make 1-inch
slits on both sides of the pork loin and
coat completely with paste. Refrigerate
overnight.

2. When ready to cook, preheat smoker
to 225 degrees. Smoke pork 2-3 hours,
until it registers 145-160 degrees on a
meat thermometer. Let rest 5 minutes
before slicing and serving.

SERVES 4-6

m WEB EXTRA We have nearly 900 search-
able recipes at TexasCoopPower.com, and
herbs enhance many of them. Consider them
part of your recipe collection.

BY MEGAN MYERS

1. Store fresh herbs in a glass or
uncovered jar with a few inches of
water. Trim the stems so the leaves
sit above the edge of the container,
and store on the counter or loosely
covered in the refrigerator.

2. Maximize herb flavor by chopping
finely, which releases more flavorful
oils. Make sure to dry them as much
as possible beforehand to prevent
sticking to the blade.

3. Chop fresh herbs and freeze in
ice cube trays with a small amount
of olive oil to use as needed.

4. Fresh herbs unavailable? Dried
herbs can be substituted, but keep
in mind that they are more potentin
flavor. You'll need about s the quan-
tity of dried herbs than fresh, so

use a teaspoon of dried for every
tablespoon of fresh chopped herbs.

WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2021 SEASON

Display This Maintenance-Free Pool And SAVE $S!
Call TODAY to Qualify for this Limited-Time Opportunity!

PRE-APPROVED

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

WE CONSIDER

ANYTHING
ON TRADE!

T
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ADVANCED DIGITAL
HEARING AID
TECHNOLOGY

(’ .
Now Rechargeable! yo

Reg: $599:98

Only $299% (A ™

Each When You Buy a Pair — LIMITED TIME ONLY!

-

J
'\

- “This is truly a miracle... | don't even know
How can a recha rgeable hea FING  how to begin thanking you for giving me my life back!”

aid that costs only SZQQQ - Sherri H., Granville, NY
be every bit as good as one that sells

for $2,400 or more? CHARGE A vt AND GO AL pay
The answer: Although tremendous strides have NOW WATER RESISTANT

been made in Advanced Dlglta_l Hearing Aid r ~\ /N eW

Technology, those cost reductions have not been

passed on to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid® VOLT+ uses the same kind

of Advanced Digital RECHARGEABLE Hearing Aid

Technology incorporated into hearing aids that cost ;

thousands more at a small fraction of the price. \_ Charging Case / \_ Y.
Over 600,000 satisfied MDHearingAid customers 30-Hour Battery Life = Water Resistant to 3 Feet

agree: High-quality,digital, FDA-registered
rechargeable hearing aids don’t have to

cost a fortune. The fact is, you don’t need If you are not completely satisfied with
to spend thousands for a hearing aid. your MDHearingAids, return them
MDHearingAid is a medical-grade, digital, within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!

rechargeable hearing aid offering

sophistication and high performance, and
works right out of the box with no time- 1 -800-674-21 42 .
Nearly Invisible

consuming “adjustment” appointments.

You can contact a licensed hearing specialist www.MDVolt.com
conveniently online or by phone — even
after your purchase at no cost. No other Use code KP1 7 ~
company provides such extensive support. N .
Now that you know...why pay more? and get FREE Shlpplng _:_

- - 1® SHOP AT HOME! BBB
M D H e a rl n g Al d Gkip the Clinic with Remote Care ‘
DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED Proudly assembled in America! —



HIT THE ROAD

COURTESY CHET GARNER

Heart of the Matter

Set yourself on a course for smack-dab in the middle of the state

BY CHET GARNER

EVERY TEXAN MUST make a pilgrimage to the Alamo and also stop by the
state fair to yell “Howdy” at Big Tex. I'll add another trip to the mandatory
list: one to the heart of the Lone Star State.

Texas has a funny shape. Recognizable? Sure. But odd. The idea that
someone was able to find the true geographic center of such an irregular-
ity is amazing. But that’s what the Texas Society of Professional Surveyors
accomplished by dividing the state into quadrants and confirming the
point where the lines intersect. Near that surveyor-approved dot, about
20 miles northeast of Brady, is our destination.

I reached Brady with time to circle its castlelike courthouse and me-
dieval historic jail-turned-county museum. I noticed an abundance of
hearts about town and a profusion of businesses using “Heart of Texas”
like a country song slogan before I headed north on Texas 377.

I enjoyed the passing landscape dotted with farmhouses. Suddenly, a
silver-and-black historical marker appeared. I hit the brakes and veered
into a parking area. I got out of my truck and took a deep breath, realizing
Iwas indeed standing in the center of the state I love so much.

Ididn’t hear a George Strait song or receive a mysterious message from
Sam Houston. In fact, there is not much other than the marker and a fence
line of rough cedars. Yet I felt Texan to the core. Now I understand this is
the true heart of Texas. It doesn’t hit you in the eye or the stomach but
right in the heart. @

ABOVE Chet at the historical marker
denoting the geographic center of Texas.

WEB EXTRA See Chet's video

from the heart of Texas and check out his
Texplorations on The Daytripper on PBS.
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Know Before You Go

Some events may have been affected
by COVID-19. Call or check an event's
website for scheduling details.

APRIL

09

10

Canton [9-10] Tractor
Show and Swap Meet,
(214) 837-8861,
lewisfirstmonday.com/
tractors.html

Waco [9-10] MidTex Farm,
Ranch and Garden Show,
(254) 757-5600,
wacochamber.com/midtex

Fredericksburg [9-11]
Texas Vintage Motorcycle
Fandango, (214) 912-9245,
thetexasfandango.com

Portland [9-11] Windfest,
(361) 777-4650,
portlandtx.org/windfest-2020

Poteet [9-11] Strawberry
Festival, 1-888-742-8144,
strawberryfestival.com

San Antonio [9-11]
Online Book Festival,
(210) 750-8951,
sabookfestival.org

Tyler [9-11] Texas Dressage
Classic Horse Show,

(903) 882-8696,
texasrosehorsepark.com

San Angelo [9-24] Rodeo,
(325) 653-7785,
sanangelorodeo.com

Sherman [9-11, 15-18,
22-25] A Midsummer Night's
Dream, (903) 892-8818,
scptheater.com

Brenham Michael Martin
Murphey, (979) 337-7240,
thebarnhillcenter.com/events

Castell Castell Grind,

(512) 970-8703,
castellgrind.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



Lufkin Montopolis:

The Legend of Big Bend,
(936) 633-5454,
angelinaarts.org/
arts-alive-series

McFaddin Polo at McFaddin,
(361) 575-8228,
navemuseum.com

Chappell Hill [10-11]
Official Bluebonnet Festival
of Texas, (979) 203-1242,
facebook.com/
bluebonnetfestival

Mesquite [10-11, 17-18,
24-25] The Belle of Amherst,
(972) 216-8132,
mesquiteartscenter.org

Waxahachie [10-May 31]
Scarborough Renaissance
Festival, (972) 938-3247,
srfestival.com

/‘ 6 Jefferson [16-17] Outlaw
Nationals Car Show,
(903) 665-7121,
outlawnationals.com

Llano [16-17] Crawfish
Open, (325) 247-5354,
llanocrawfishopen.com

Ennis [16-18] Bluebonnet
Trails Festival, (972) 878-
4748, bluebonnettrail.org

Grandview [16-18] Antique
Alley Texas, (817) 666-5024,
facebook.com/
antiquealleytexas

/‘ 7 Abilene Philharmonic: Four
Seasons, (325) 677-6710,
abilenephilharmonic.org

Boerne Spring Tractor
Pull and Handcrafted
Market, (210) 445-1080,
ci.boerne.tx.us/calendar

MORE EVENTS >

Submit Your Event

We pick events for the magazine directly
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your
event online for June by April 10, and it

just might be featured in this calendar.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

1 BUILY

MHEIREN GES
SHE HITS

Before starting, | contacted 811. Did you?

Projects big and small require a call to 811. Submit your request online at
Texas811.org or call 811 at least 48 hours before starting your next outdoor
digging project. It's free, and it's the law.

Damage Prevention Council of Texas
dpcoftexas.org | info@dpcoftexas.org

HUNTER BEATON

DAY | BAGS

provides foster children with duffle
bags filled with supplies for their
move to a new home.

POWER OF OUR PEOPLE | APRIL 2019

TexasCoopPower 3% | Nominate someone today!

- Tell us about somebody who improves the quality of life in your community.
Email your nomination to people@texascooppower.com. Include the person’s name, co-op
affiliation and a short description of his or her work in the community. Featured nominees
will receive a $100 donation for their cause.
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BURN SAFELY

with the Portable
DR® BurnCage”

- Stainless steel design

- Light, durable, portable, folds
flat for storage

- Perforated construction maximizes
airflow

- Traps embers and burns more
thoroughly

DRburncage.com

FREE Catalog!
Call Toll-Free
877-201-5551

E-ncws

Fast and Direct

Get our best content
delivered to your inbox
every month!

We bring you everything
Texas: its culture, people,
food, history and travel,
plus our monthly contest
winners and more.

Sign up now

TexasCoopPower.com/join

TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2021

VALENTINA RAZUMOVA | SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

Pick of the Month

Cotton Gin Festival
Burton, April 17

(979) 289-3378
texascottonginmuseum.org

Burton boasts what it says is the
oldest operating cotton gin in
America. In addition to holding a
21st-century festival that includes
a parade, tractor pull, music, con-
tests, games, arts and crafts, and
food and drinks, the Texas Cotton
Gin Museum turns back the clock.
The 1914 gin will crank up and
produce a bale of cotton.

APRIL EVENTS CONTINUED

17/

Boerne Texas Corvette
Association Car Show,
(830) 226-5386,

ci.boerne.tx.us/calendar

Frankston An English
Tea Party, (903) 705-2994

Irving Las Colinas
Symphony Orchestra:
Kiarra Saito-Beckman,
(972) 252-4800,
lascolinassymphony.org

New Braunfels [17-18]
Old Gruene Market Days,
(830) 629-5077,
gruenemarketdays.com

18

Fort Worth [18-Aug. 8]
An-My Lé: On Contested
Terrain, (817) 738-1933,
cartermuseum.org

2

Austin Taste of Mexico,
(512) 480-9373,
mexic-artemuseum.org

Van Horn [21-23] Building
Bridges Art Show, (432)
283-2682, vanhorntexas.org

Corpus Christi [21-25]
The Birdiest Festival in
America, (361) 563-5968,
birdiestfestival.org

Neches [23-25] The
1836, (903) 721-9111,
1836chuckwagonrace.com

Austin Marathon,

Half Marathon and 5K,
(512) 953-5585,
youraustinmarathon.com

30

Jacksonville Chamber
Classic Golf Tournament,
(903) 586-2217,
jacksonvilletexas.com

New Braunfels [30-May 2]
Swap Meet, (830) 708-1372,
newbraunfelsareacarclub.com

MAY
O

Hilltop Lakes Equestrian
Association Kentucky
Derby Gala, (713) 503-0470

00

Mesquite Courtyard
Concert Series,

(972) 216-8132,
mesquiteartscenter.org

New Braunfels Sawyer
Brown, (830) 627-0808,
brauntex.org/theater-
upcoming-events

Abilene [6-9] Western
Heritage Classic,

(325) 677-4376,
westernheritageclassic.com

Fredericksburg [6-9]
175th Anniversary Open-
ing Weekend Ceremonies,
(830) 998-4738, 175th.org

Salado [6-9] Cowboy
Poetry and Music
Gathering, (254) 702-0979,
saladocowboypoetry.com

Brenham [6-9, 13-16,
20-23] Barefoot in the
Park, (979) 830-8358,
unitybrenham.org

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM




Storms

Upcoming Contests

DUE APR 10 Portraits
pue MAY 10 Rust and Decay
pue Jun 10 Fillin’ Stations

Enter online at TexasCoopPower.com/contests.

WEB EXTRA See Focus on Texas on our
website for more photos from readers.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

FOCUS ON TEXAS

From snow and ice to tornadoes, droughts and
hurricanes, Texans know extreme weather. These
readers were quick as lightnin' when bad weather
blew through, and we're thunderstruck by what
has flooded in.

GRACE FULTZ

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
REAGAN FERGUSON
CENTRAL TEXAS EC

A May night under the
full moon as a storm
approaches, just north
of Harper.

TOM HERRIN
PEDERNALES EC

A Big Bend thunderstorm
photographed from
Terlingua.

STEVE BENSON
LYNTEGAR EC

Lightning in Ropesville.
LAURA BREWER

COSERV

"Watching the storm

roll in over the Gulf of
Mexico.”
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. OBSERVATIONS

Flashes of
the Past

Lightning bugs, whether in a jar
or flitting freely, still cause wonder

BY BILL SANDERSON

38 TEXAS CO-OP POWER APRIL 2021

IT WAS THE mid-1950s when my cousins
and I discovered the lightning bugs that
brought enchantment when we needed
it most, after our granddad, H.L. “Livvy”
Meador, had recently been boosted to
heaven off a Buick’s big bumper as he
walked home across Buckner Boulevard
one night after church. His death left our
grandmother, Ella (“Nonnie”), a lonely
widow and cast her daughters in a sup-
port orbit along with all of us cousins.
We visited her every night.

In late spring and summer, with no air
conditioning, we stayed outside, leaping
with the lightning bugs that glimmered
through Nonnie’s spacious Dallas yard,
their blinking radar butts of amber and
green a wondrous delight. We captured
them by the dozens in Ball canning jars,
ice pick holes poked in the top for air.

When the night got cool, Nonnie would
go to bed, and we’'d head home, but a rit-
ual had begun that still holds wonder.

Powered by silent wings, the wafting
lantern bodies of flying beetles are mes-
merizing. Lightning bugs don’t bite,
sting, smell or sound. All they do in April,
May and June is flash a mating ritual
come-hither code. They even have the
innate good manners to fly low and slow,
so any kid can catch one.

Nonnie’s daughters, Nell and Eula
Mae (my mother), eventually converted
the houses on Grandfather Meador’s
acre into a kindergarten and private first
grade called Little Folks School. In a
backyard cottage we learned to read
aloud in unison, with Nell as our teacher.
Often she admonished me, with uneven
success, “Bill, pay attention.”

Youngster days now distant in my
life’s rearview mirror, I'm returned sev-
eral decades later to Nonnie’s yard, now
my own residence. Paying attention is
what I have set out to do recently, and
this is my 21st evening to commune with
the lightning bugs. They fly around the
old merry-go-round and flit among
fruitful pear trees that Livvy Meador
planted in 1947.

A wonky navigator, the lightning bug
bumps into things sideways, and it sel-
dom lands on what it hits. Bottom-heavy
with bioluminescence (using a chemical
called luciferase), it resembles a small
honeybee. When its light switches on,
its flight trajectory seems to shift up-
ward. When it senses you approaching, it
moves away, slowly—sort of a lumbering
light melody in the dark. Imagine a light-
ning bug version of Rimsky-Korsakov’s
Flight of the Bumblebee, minus its fre-
netic sense—more of a Nyquil feel, drap-
ing a curtain of dusk in which to make
an escape.

Their time is short-lived over the sum-
mer’s arc, but if you pay attention in the
season, you’ll spot these monarchs of
the night.

Keep a Ball jar handy. @

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

FER GREGORY | STOCK.ADOBE.COM



MUELLER METAL BUILDINGS
WELCOME TO THE BACK PORCH

Sometimes it's nice to sit on the back porch for a spell - talking, laughing
and just making memories. At Mueller, we want to make your dream living
space come true and give you peace-of-mind that it will protect what
matters most to you. After all, we've been around for over 90 years, creating

one-of-a-kind structures to meet your every need.

y 3

UELLER, INC.

METAL BUILDINGS, ROOFING & COMPONENTS

Learn more at: www.muellerinc.com
8/7-2-
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$ Get $100.
Add Internet.
Get $200.

Visa® Prepaid Card
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Save a Bundle
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99 Add Internet!
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« Includes 190 Channels with Locals
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month

Mop,
for Interne[;h

« Includes HD Programming

« Includes One TV, Add More for $5/ea. « Speeds from 25Mbps-1 Gbps
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\"A B ] ° ° °
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Netflix subscripti ired.
etfibxsubscription require Mon-Fri: 7am-10pm - Sat: 7am-9pm « Sun: 10am-7pm Central Time Authorized Retailer

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions:
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7/14/21. 2-Year Commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $64.99 advertised price: America's Top 120
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